
It’s time to get Connected 
 
Connect magazine is taking the place of the Parishlife magazine from February 
2022.  Connect is here to help us…. Connect (!) and the editing team are on the 
lookout for help from you to enable us to share good news – so please do let us 
know if you have some to contribute.   
 

 
Thank you to: volodymyr-hryshchenko-V5vqWC9gyEU-unsplash, pexels-tara-
winstead-8386126 and pixabay telephone-g9d46f7d97_1920 
 
Our aim is for Connect to be a place where we can encourage fellowship and 
friendship, be equipped to live out and share our faith and enable us to work together 
with others as we look to serve and care for our community.   
 
I know that this is possible - because in getting to know the people of St Laurence’s, 
St Peter’s and St Margaret’s and the communities that are home to us, I have been 
made welcome.  Here I have got to know the kindness of new friends and have been 
helped to feel at home through kindness, generosity, and hospitality. 
 
I know that this is possible - having found my own faith growing stronger and deeper 
as I have discovered more about life in our churches and community.  Most 
especially this has come through the support and inspiration of those I see serving 
others, encouraging us to step out in faith and seek through prayer to see how we 
can be walking alongside the God who goes before us in all this. 
 
I know that this is possible - through encountering many people of good will who are 
committed to the transforming of our communities for the better and do so freely, 
willingly and often at great personal cost to themselves. 
 
I am encouraged then - and I hope that you will be too, to see that there are good 
foundations to build on when it comes to welcoming others and helping them feel at 
home among us to, to learn how to live faith-filled lives on the lookout for God at 
work among us and work together for the good of our community.  There will be 
challenges ahead too, the need at times to listen rather than speak, to give rather 
than receive and to be kind – a simple thing that many have found to be so powerful 
in bringing hope, restoring faith and showing love, through the difficult days of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which continues to challenge us all. 
 
I hope that you will find something to Connect with in the pages that follow and that 
in this you will be blessed, encouraged and equipped to keep on Connecting through 



the year ahead – for information on how to subscribe to receive your copy through 
the year please ring Sarah in the Church Office on 01723 364858. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus 
 
 
 
 
The Rev’d Tony Hand 
Vicar –  
St Laurence’s Scalby and St Peter’s Hackness with St Margaret’s Harwood Dale 
 
 
Thank you 
We have been blessed this year at the vicarage by receiving many Christmas cards 
that have given joy, encouragement and colour too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Rt Revd Alison White is to retire as Bishop of Hull in February 2022. 

She has served as Bishop of Hull 
since her consecration as the Church 
of England's second female bishop in 
York Minster on the 3rd July 2015, in 
succession to the Rt Revd Richard 
Frith. 

On her appointment as Bishop of Hull, 
then-Archbishop of York Dr John 
Sentamu said, "Alison is a person of 
real godliness and wisdom – it is 
fantastic that she has accepted God’s 
call to make Christ visible together 
with all of us in this Diocese of York." 

As Bishop of Hull she has held a particular responsibility for the care of the people, 
parishes and clergy in the City of Hull, across the East Riding of Yorkshire and on 
the Yorkshire coast as far north as Ravenscar. Across the Diocese of York as a 
whole, Archbishop Sentamu appointed her Ambassador for Prayer and Spirituality 
and for Urban Life & Faith; in this capacity she has overseen the team that has 
launched Mustard Seed, the Diocese of York's initiative to build new worshipping 
communities amongst those living in places where life is tough. 

Bishop Alison said, "I have loved being Bishop here in Hull and the East Riding – 
what an enormous gift! There are so many great people that I have met, worked with 
and prayed alongside. It will be a huge wrench to leave but I will carry the stories, 
and hopes with me. Lots of new things are happening and it seems right for a new 
person to come and take all that forward.” 

Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell said, "One of the joys of becoming Archbishop 
of York has been the opportunity to work and worship again with Bishop Alison; she 
is a shining presence in the church and someone who attracts people to the God she 
serves and makes visible through her own gentle prayerfulness and joyful warmth - 
not to mention her sense of humour. She is a gift to those who come to hear her, and 
to those she meets to do the Lord's work and to reach out with his love. Alison will be 
a hard act to follow, and she and Frank will leave with my gratitude and my prayers." 

Bishops Alison and Frank White are the first and, to date, only instance in the 
Church of England of bishops married to each other. Bishop Frank joined Bishop 
Alison in Hull on his retirement in 2016 and has made his own contribution to the 
running and development of Hull Minster, including a spell as interim Priest-in-
Charge there prior to the present Vicar's arrival.  

Bishops Alison and Frank plan to realise their long-held ambition to settle in 
Northumberland. 

 
 



YORK MINSTER PASS 2022 

Parishioners from across the Diocese of York are welcome to visit York Minster free 
of charge. For 2022 York Minster’s Parish Pass Scheme continues to be digital; the 
passes have been sent to each PCC secretary.  These passes can be borrowed if 
you would like to visit York Minster. 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, York Minster’s current capacity is reduced, and to 
secure a slot on your preferred date it is vital that you book one of the free entry 
tickets online and bring the parish pass with you to present at the point of entry. 
 
To obtain a pass please contact St Laurence’s PCC Secretary, Sue Truefitt, on 
suetruefitt@hotmail.com or ring her on 01723 377732 
 
DIOCESE OF YORK’S NEW GENERAL SYNOD TEAM INAUGURATED 
 
New Member Sammi Tooze (on the far left of the photo) writes: 
 
The Diocese of York's newly-elected members of General Synod went to London 
recently for the Inauguration and the first group of sessions.  The General Synod is 
the national assembly of the Church of England. It considers and approves 
legislation affecting the whole of the Church of England, formulates new forms of 
worship, debates matters of national and international importance, and approves the 
annual budget for the work of the Church at national level. 
 
The five-year term for this General Synod began with an Inauguration service at 
Westminster Abbey, including an address by Prince Edward on behalf of Her 
Majesty the Queen. As part of the Group of Sessions, the Synod also received the 
Presidential address delivered by the Archbishops, which can be read here - 
https://www.archbishopofyork.org/news/latest-news/general-synod-joint-presidential-
address-archbishops . The York contingent enjoyed being part of this service very 
much, seen in the picture here.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With 60% of General Synod being new members this term, it was useful to observe a 
mock debate ahead of participating in formal agenda items. After having been 
inducted, agenda items for this meeting included debates on generosity and 
diocesan finances vision and strategy, and a motion on the wealth gap between rich 
and poor - calling on the Government and all political parties to work towards 
reducing the wealth gap and tackle poverty as a priority. 
 
Meet the Members at www.dioceseofyork.org.uk/general-synod 
 
 The next group of sessions for General Synod takes place in February 2022 in 
London. 
 
 
 

 


